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MASTER OF SCIENCE THESIS

Thesis title: What Do Patients Want to Know? Determining the Information Needs of Patients Undergoing Lumbar
Microdiscectomy

Research goal: Development of a Preliminary Preoperative Education Tool for Patients Undergoing Lumbar
Microdiscectomy

e Qualitative methodology was utilized to determine patient information needs

e Focus group interviews with all relevant stakeholders were conduced

e Focus groups included pre-operative and post-operative patients, spine surgeons, spine fellows, residents,
anesthesiologists, pre-operative staff team (e.g. nurses, educators, managers) and surgeons’
administrative assistants

e The data was analyzed to derive desired content areas of patient information needs
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